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had arisen from thinning operations on young pine trees and which had

been deliberately left lying on the ground in small stacks as a conservation

measure.

Wethank Mr Stewart Taylor, Warden for permission to study beetles on

the RSPBLoch Garten Reserve.

M.L. Luff, Department of Agricultural and Environmental Science, The

University, Newcastle upon Tyne NEl 7RU.

J.A. Owen, 8 Kingsdown Road, Epsom, Surrey KT17 3PU.

Unusually early emergence of Lepidoptera in spring 1990 noticed as far

north as Banffshire.

No doubt most observers witnessed the unusually early emergence of many
moths in the warm spring of 1990. However, this was not confined to

southern Britain, but was very noticeable as far north as Banffshire (vc94).

As there are few recorders in that area, especially in spring, the following

April records from the favoured Deveron valley near Banff may be of

interest:

Nut-tree Tussock {Colocasia coryli L.) 20.iv.90 (two)

Garden carpet {Xanthorhoe fluctuata L.) 22.iv.90

Scalloped Hazel {Odontopera bidentata CI.) 23. iv. 90

Brown Silver-Hne {Petrophora chlorosata Scop.) 24.iv.90

Peppered Moth {Biston betularia L.) 28.iv.90 (three)

Lunar Thorn (Selenia lunularia Hb.) 28.iv.90

White Ermine {Spilosoma lubricipeda L.) 28.iv.90

Small Phoenix {Ecliptopera silaceata D.& S.) 29.iv.90

CommonPug {Eupethicia vulgata Haw.) 29.iv.90

Puss Moth {Cerura vinula L.) 30.iv.90.

Most of these would be exceptional dates for first sightings even in

Sussex, and I suspect that northern population are adapted to respond to

relatively lower temperatures than are populations of the same species

further south.— Roy Leverton, Ordiquhill, Cornhill, Banffshire

AB45 2HS.

A note on Leptura sanquinolenta Linnaeus (Col.: Cerambycidae)

This beetle has been recorded in Scotland by various observers but, apart

from its occurrence in areas with long established woods of Scots' Pine

(Pinus sylvestris L.) and the fondness of the adults for blossoms, very few

original observations seem to have been made on its life history in Britain

and practically nothing pubHshed. Fowler (1922 Entomologist's mon. Mag.

58: 208) records the successful rearing of two specimens from larvae taken

at Nethy Bridge in 1921 but does not mention the pabulus in which the

larvae were found.

In view of the paucity of this information, it seems worth recording that,

on 8.vi.90, I came across pupae of the species in the trunk of a fallen dead

pine in Abernethy Forest, Scotland and reared adults from some of them.


